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The most current county-by-county information can be found in our quarterly publication

Employment and Labor Force Trends. And most of our information is on the Internet at

http://rad.dli.state.mt.us/. In addition, we'll do our best to provide information in

accessible format, on request, in compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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Toole County

1 ocated in northern Montana, Toole County is Montana's 34th most

populous with 5.267 residents, according to the 2000 Census.

Shelby, the count\ scat, is the states 25th largest cit\ with a population

of3,2 16. Toole County, established in 1914, is named for Joseph K. Toole,

Montana's first governor. According to the Montana Almanac, by

authors Andrea Merrill and Judy Jacobson, Shelby was named for Peter

Shelby, a railroad executive. The authors add it became a wild boom town

after the Kevin-Sunburst oil field was discovered in 1920.

The Port of Sweetgrass, 35 miles north of Shelby, is the major port entry

on the Alaska-Canada highway. It's the busiest port between Blaine,

Wash, and Pembina, N.D.

According to the U.S. Bureau of the Census, median income for Toole

County households in 1 997 was $30,673. The county is 1 ,945.8 square

miles in area; 1,910.9 square miles in land area and 34.9 in inland water

area.

County residents experience the four distinct seasons. According to the

Western Regional Climate Center, the average minimum temperature in

Shelby (airport readings) in January between 1971 and 2000 was 7.4

degrees above zero. The average maximum temperature in July was 82.8

degrees above. The annual precipitation during the same period was 9.29

inches and the growing season was from May 21 to Sept. 13 (last and first

frost).
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